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WAGES POLICY — POLICE 
264. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier confirm that his officers met with the WA Police Union and 
verbally offered it a 1.5 per cent increase on 4 May prior to his new wages policy announcement, and can the 
Premier explain how withdrawing this offer is negotiating in good faith when he did the same thing and gave the 
1.5 per cent to the United Firefighters Union of WA? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The Leader of the Opposition will be interested in this. I have here a letter from the WA Police Union dated 
16 May 2017. I want to quote one part of what it states — 

We have been waiting for an offer from Government to consider … 
It is dated 16 May. In other words, according to the police union, in writing on 16 May — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition is an embarrassment with this squawking. Let me speak in 
here. I would like the opportunity to speak. On 16 May, the union wrote to us and said that it is — 

… waiting for an offer from Government to consider … 
Does that not — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Does that not blow an enormous hole in the argument that the opposition is running and 
make it plain that when the Leader of the Opposition went outside this house and made the statements that he did 
before the crowd, he was completely wrong? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Premier. Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. Do not ask a question 
and answer it. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I want to make a second point in this context. On 12 July 2017, the WA Police Union wrote 
to us with what it termed its counteroffer. It has 20 separate asks of government and — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: That’s what happens. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: And you’re from the Labor Party and you don’t know that? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am just making the point to the house. Point one in the letter refers to a 3.25 per cent pay 
increase for the next two years. So a 6.5 per cent request was on offer. I have seen the words out there today of 
a 1.5 per cent request. The last advice we had from the police union was an ask of 6.5 per cent. That is what we 
are dealing with and we have — 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the third time on the first question. If you do not 
think I am going to throw you out, just try me. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We have the greatest support and sympathy for police officers in our community. I have 
worked with police officers in my electorate and across Western Australia for 20 years. I say to the police officers 
out there across Western Australia that the state, the people and the taxpayers of Western Australia cannot afford 
the ask being put upon them in the current financial environment. I think that is plain to everyone who understands 
the financial situation confronting our state. I urge the police union and police officers across Western Australia 
to pull back from their demands and accept the offer that has been put on the table.  
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